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Make a wish, make a 
difference this Christmas
I wish I didn’t have cancer. I wish I could be home with my brother for 
Christmas. I wish I could see my dog. 

Every December, over 9,000 children receive life changing care at the Queensland Children’s 
Hospital. One in two of these children come from regional and remote parts of the state.

These are the wishes of brave children who are spending their holidays at the Queensland Children’s 
Hospital - away from their homes and loved ones - battling serious illness, injury or disease.

This Christmas, all funds raised will allow the Children’s Hospital Foundation to continue to support 
essential care and the patient experience at Queensland Children’s Hospital – fulfilling the wishes of 
our state’s sickest children.



Diagnosed before birth with a severe neuromuscular disorder known as spinal 
muscular atrophy (SMA), John entered the world under the heavy shadow of a 
condition that had previously taken the life of his sister, Hannah.

Carolyn and Steve welcomed their daughter Hannah 
in 2014. Just eight months and 22 days later, the two 
had to say goodbye.

At the time, there was no way to treat SMA, and 
the disease progressed relentlessly. For the Pearce 
family, the first clinical trials to treat SMA began 
shortly after Hannah’s passing – a bittersweet 
realisation that a potential treatment was just out of 
reach for their daughter.

In 2023, the two welcomed John into the world. But 
this time, unlike with Hannah, there was a way to 
stop the disease.

At just five days old, John was treated with a ground 
breaking gene therapy infusion known as Zolgensma.

John is now 19-months-old and thriving. Beyond a 
sleeping mask, the therapy has had a minimal impact 
on his daily life – allowing him to grow and develop 
just like any child his age.

In Australia, about 400,000 children live with rare  
or complex illnesses like spinal muscular atrophy. 

Until recently, families across Queensland often 
faced the tough choice between missing out on 
treatment or travelling interstate or overseas to 
access a trial.

With the support of the Children’s Hospital 
Foundation, the Queensland Children’s Hospital 
ACTION Centre launched in May to provide 
specialised care – close to home.

This new statewide hub brings advanced treatments 
and clinical trials to children with life-limiting 
conditions, just like John.

Support for kids like John  

“It’s almost impossible to put into 
words what it means because,  
for us, the difference has been 

life and death.” 

- Carolyn, John’s Mum



There are many ways you can fundraise to make a wish, make a 
difference this Christmas. Here are just a few ways you can support.

Ways to fundraise

Family Friendly Venues
• Ask customers to add a $1 

donation to their bill

• Ask customers to purchase a kids’ 
activity for $2

• Host a family day at your venue 

• Everyone loves a meat tray or fruit 
basket raffle

• Guess the number of candy 
canes in the Christmas stocking 
competition

• Include a special Christmas menu 
item and donate all the proceeds

Nightclub Style Venues
• Ask customers to add a $1 

donation to their bill

• Host a special event, such as a gig 
or dress-up party

• Ask suppliers for product 
donations and raise funds through 
food or drink specials

• Host a karaoke, darts or pool 
competition night 

• Hold a trivia night to engage mid-
week crowds – consider a small 
entry fee for donation

• Make and sell your own Christmas 
crackers

Sports Bar Style Venues
• Ask customers to add a $1 

donation to their bill

• Host a car park cricket match

• Ask suppliers for product 
donations and raise funds through 
food or drink specials

• Host a karaoke, darts or pool 
competition night 

• Everyone loves a meat try or fruit 
basket raffle

• Make and sell your own Christmas 
crackers 

Happy Holidays!

1. Question: Which popular Christmas  
beverage is also called “milk punch?” 
Answer: Eggnog

2. Question: What did the other reindeer  
not let Rudolph do because of his shiny  
red nose? 
Answer: Join in any reindeer games3. Question: How many ghosts show up  

in a Christmas Carol? Answer: Four
4. Question: Where was baby Jesus born? 

Answer: In Bethlehem
5. Question: The movie Miracle on  34th Street is based on a real-life department store. What is it? Answer: Macy’s

6. Question: What are the two other  most popular names for Santa Claus? 
Answer: Kris Kringle and Saint Nick7. Question: Elvis isn’t going to have a  

white Christmas he’s going to have a….? 
Answer: Blue Christmas8. Question: What do people traditionally  

put on top of a Christmas tree? Answer: An angel
9. Question: In Home Alone, where are  

the McCallisters going on vacation when  
they leave Kevin behind? Answer: Paris

10. Question: In the classic Christmas movie,  
How The Grinch Stole Christmas, the Grinch  
was described with three words. What are 
they? 
Answer: Stink, stank, stunk11. Question: In which modern-day country  

was St. Nicholas born in? Answer: Turkey (originally Patara, a city in  
the ancient district of Lycia, in Asia Minor)12. Question: In the movie It’s A Wonderful Life,  

what happened every time a bell rang? 
Answer: An angel got his wings13. Question: What words follow “Silent Night”  

in the song? Answer: Holy night
14. Question: Which Hollywood actor played  

six different roles in The Polar Express? 
Answer: Tom Hanks

15. Question: In Charles Dickens’ A Christmas  
Carol, what was the first name of Scrooge? 
Answer: Ebenezer

16. Question: Which country did eggnog  
come from? Answer: England

17. Question: Which real-life person is  
Santa Claus based on? Answer: The Christian bishop St. Nicholas18. Question: What did Frosty The Snowman do 

when a magic hat was placed on his head? 
Answer: He began to dance around

Merry Quiz-masHOST’S QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

To: Santa Claus123 Elf Road North Pole, 88888

QUEENSLAND

Instructions:  
Step 1: Get creative with colours and craft a special letter for Santa!

Step 2: Fold along the dotted lines, with your letter facing you, in order of the numbers. 

Step 3: Give it to your caregiver to make sure Santa gets your letter in time for Christmas!
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We are here to help you this Christmas

We are so thankful for ALH Hotels and your incredible support 
raising more than $1.5 million over the past 10+ years. 

Our team is here to support you and answer any questions you 
may have. Please contact us via email or call us on 0418 710 211.

The difference
every kid deserves childrens.org.au

Get social this 
Christmas

Promote your fundraising 
events on your social 
media! Take photos or 
videos and be sure to tag 
us at the Foundation.

Jo Donaldson 

jo.donaldson@childrens.org.au 
partnerships@childrens.org.au

0418 710 211 @childrensorgau


